Dear Delegate - - -
As a constituent, I encourage you, as a member of the House Judiciary Committee to report favorably on HB444, Public Safety – Immigration Enforcement Agreements – Prohibition, which will terminate current and prohibit future intergovernmental service agreements between any state agency and U.S. immigration authorities that enforce civil immigration laws.
Marylanders have thus far been spared the current horror in Minneapolis because of the murder of Renee Good, a U.S. citizen exercising her constitutional right to observe the actions of federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents and spared the parental horror of seeing your innocent five-year-old son being taken into custody. However, Marylanders have encountered ICE agents roaming our streets, abducting our neighbors, throwing them into unmarked vans, violently separating immigrant families and leaving thousands of children without a parent, tearing apart the social fabric of our communities.
Maryland’s law enforcement officers should not participate in these inhumane, often constitutionally questionable practices. Three counties – Cecil, Harford and Frederick – participate in ICE’s 287(g) Jail Enforcement Model that allows law enforcement officers and corrections officers to screen and interrogate anyone in their custody who they suspect lacks lawful status, hold them in the county or sheriff’s facility for 48 hours and then transfer them to ICE. More troubling, however, is that five counties -- Allegany, Carroll, Garrett, St. Mary’s and Washington use the Warrant Service Officer model. This model allows local law enforcement officers to serve and execute immigration arrest warrants. These warrants, often called “administrative warrants” are signed by an ICE officer, not a judge. Having local sheriff’s deputies patrol the streets, armed with questionable warrants for civil violations, seizing our neighbors, instilling fear in our immigrant communities is anathema to effective and traditional policing strategies. 
As ICE does not provide funding to state and local agencies for these activities, we, the taxpayers, who would rather have our tax dollars spent on catching real criminals, must bear the cost. 287(g) agreements, are, in essence, a force multiplier for ICE.
287(g) agreements are the embodiment of all that is contrary to my Unitarian Universalist faith that I share with more than 4000 Marylanders and calls me to promote and affirm the inherent dignity of every person and to seek justice, equity and compassion for all, including my immigrant neighbors. These same values are also well documented in our Maryland Declaration of Rights. 
I encourage you to vote in favor of HB444
Thank you 
