Dear Senator ---

On January 27, 2026, the Senate Judicial Proceeding Committee voted to report SB1 favorably with amendments. I encourage you to support the bill when it comes up for a vote on the senate floor.

SB1, Public Safety – Law Enforcement Officers -- Prohibition on Face Coverings, will establish a model policy prohibiting the use of a face covering by a law enforcement officer in the course of duty. It is a valid and common sense response to the mistrust that such behavior engenders in our communities.

Today, instead of trust, fear pervades every immigrant community as strong-armed, unaccountable, unidentifiable Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents roam the streets, abduct individuals, throwing them into unmarked vans, separating parents from their children. Some states, like California, New York, Massachusetts, have already recognized the dysfunction unidentifiable federal agents present, the fear and mistrust they engender, the abuse of power that can come when hiding behind a mask. (CA: No Secret Police Act; NY: Mandating End of Lawless Tactics (MELT) Act; MA: Ensuring Law Enforcement Identification and Public Trust Act.)

In addition to community trust and reducing fear, there are other reasons to ensure that all law enforcement officers are clearly identifiable. They include:

· Public Safety: Identifiable law enforcement officers can prevent potential misunderstandings between agents and the public that can lead to violent encounters, as we recently witnessed in Minneapolis.

· Due Process: Identifiable law enforcement officers can uphold the right to due process and prevent wrongful detention. Face coverings can deter immigrants from seeking legal assistance or reporting violations as they may fear for their safety.

· Prevention of Impersonation: Identifiable law enforcement officers prevent the misuse of information and potential vigilantism.

As former ICE Assistant Director, Scott Schuchart, said, “If somebody comes up to you with a mask and a T-shirt and no badge, why would you think that they are exercising a legitimate authority, as opposed to being a violent criminal trying to do you harm? How do you know that you need to not resist to avoid arrest, as opposed to resist arrest to possibly survive the encounter?” 
My Unitarian Universalist faith calls me to promote and affirm justice, equity and compassion as we relate to each other. Faith that our law enforcement officers will do the right thing, not fear, should guide us. We should not turn our neighbors into suspects. We must restore trust between law enforcement officers and all our Maryland communities.
I encourage you to vote IN FAVOR on SB 1.
Thank you for your consideration.
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