
The Basics 

What Is Advocacy? 
Advocacy, it’s written into the U.S. Constitution’s First 

Amendment: “the right of the people to peaceably 

assemble and to petition the government….” And 

anyone can be an advocate. It takes passion for a 

cause, some knowledge about it, perhaps a personal connection and a few 

helpful tips. 

What Does an Issue Advocate Do? 
Being an advocate is not a full-time job. Sometimes, it can take only a 

few minutes to type your name and address into a prepared internet 

form and press the submit button. or you’ll spend a few minutes 

writing a personal message (likely email) to your legislator. If you 

have the time, you might schedule an appointment for a face-to-face 

virtual video conference with your legislator. You might make a 

telephone call, but you’re likely to speak with a staff member. That’s 

okay. Your message is being heard. 

The most important task for an advocate is to make sure your 

message is heard by your legislators. To be more effective, getting 

other members of your congregation to let legislators hear the 

message is equally important.  

Here are some tasks: 

• Send email messages to your legislators; UULM-MD sends targeted email 

messages, usually with a message to your legislator in a pre-filled form 

that you can personalize, if desired. Just add your name and address and 

click the send button. UULM-MD promises not to pepper you with too 

many of these action alerts during the session. 

• Please distribute UULM-MD advocacy alerts to other members of your 

congregation or groups 

• Set up a video conference with your legislators and invite others to 

participate 

• Call your legislators 

• Prepare written testimony and submit it to a committee 

• Monitor legislation by visiting UULM-MD’s issues website where bill 

progress will be tracked.  

• If you can get some pulpit time, make an announcement about the 

legislation and ask people to act 

https://www.uulmmd.org/immigration


• Write a brief message for you congregation’s newsletter 

• When we meet in person again, staff a table during Sunday services 

• Recruit others to join UULM-MD 

• Make a generous contribution to UULM-MD 

For other ways you can help, please contact the UULM-MD  

Coordinator or Advocacy Manager at info@uulmmd.org 

To be effective advocates we will need a strategy and must be familiar 

with the tools, techniques and mechanics of advocacy 

The Legislative Process 
The Maryland Legislature, called the Maryland General Assembly, is 

made up of of two chambers: the Senate and the House of Delegates. 

There are 141 delegates and 47 senators. The Democratic Party has 

majorities in both houses, 99 to 41 in the House and 33 to 14 in the 

Senate. Legislators serve for four years. The next election is in 2022. 

The Maryland General Assembly meets for 90 calendar days, 

convening in early January and adjourning in early April. 

Bills may be pre-filed: a bill the Department of Legislative Services 

drafts, by request, prior to a legislative session for introduction in that 

session. Prefiling dates are set by law. Otherwise, bills are introduced 

during the session. 

Every bill gets three (3) readings in each chamber – House and 

Senate. 

The First Reading introduces the bill and assigns it to a committee 

During the Second Reading the committee reports the bill back to 

the full house.with its recommendation – favorable, unfavorable, 

favorable with amendments, or rarely, no recommendation. The full 

house then considers the bill and may offer amendments. After all the 

amendments have been considered, the bill is printed for its third and 

final reading. 

During the Third Reading, the bill, in its final form with approved 

amendments, is considered. A majority of the elected membership 

must pass the bill. It is then sent to the second chamber where an 

identical process is followed. If the bill passes the second house, it is 

presented to the Governor. If the final versions do not agree, then a 

conference committee is convened. If the conference committee 

agrees, the bill is returned to both houses for passage and 
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presentation to the Governor or rejection. If the conference committee 

cannot agree, the bill fails.  

You can find detailed information about how the Maryland General 

Assembly enacts statutes by visiting: 

Legislators Handbook 

http://dls.maryland.gov/pubs/prod/RecurRpt/Handbook_Volume

_1_MD_Legisla-tors_Handbook.pdf 

The Legislative Process – A Chart Describing How Bills Become Laws 

http://dls.maryland.gov/pubs/prod/NoPblTabLibResDocs/Legislat

ive-Process.pdf#search=legislative%20process 

Legislative Lingo – A Glossary of Word and Phrases Used in the 

Legislative Process 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/pubs-current/current-legislative-

lingo.pdf 
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